
MICHIGAN DUCK HUNTERS ASSOCIATION (MDHA) 
WATERFOWL STAMP PROGRAM COMMITTEE 
~ MICHIGAN WATERFOWL STAMP CONTEST ~ 

2013 COMPETITION RULES 
A. Open competition: 

1. Artist must be 18 years or older. 
2. Artist must be a United States resident. 
3. The winning 2012 Artist is excluded from entering competition. 
 

C. Entries must be postmarked before 5:00 p.m. on Saturday July 27, 2012. 
1. Artists are responsible for insurance fees.  
2. M.D.H.A. assumes no liability for damage, loss or theft of any entry. 
 

D. A $40.00 fee must be included with each entry, payable to: 
 

   - MDHA WATERFOWL STAMP PROGRAM - 
 

E. To Enter: Return signed agreement (page 4) with entry & fee to: 
 

     MDHA, 2013 Waterfowl Stamp Contest 
             P.O.Box 20 
             Midland, MI 48640-0020 

 
F. Preferred Entered Species: 
    > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > >  Gadwalls, Oldsquaws, Scoters (Surf, Black, & White 
Winged), Greater & Lesser Scaup (Bluebills), Goldeneyes, Greenwing Teal, Black Ducks, 
Mergansers (Hooded, Red Breasted, & Common), & Snow Geese & Speckled Bellys. 
 
G. Pairs of birds are preferred, singles or more are acceptable. 
 
        Restrictions: 
1. Design must be original art. 
2. Previously published art, computer generated artwork, photographs, copies or duplications are        
not acceptable! 
3. 2013 competition is open to all waterfowl species of Michigan except; Ringnecks, Mallards, 
Buffleheads Canvasbacks, Wood Ducks, Pintails, American Widgeons, Bluewing Teal, & 
Red Heads. These species are excluded (Past 10 Years: MI 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 
2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 - Past winning species). 
4. Decoys, dogs and/or depictions of Michigan habitat may be used as background, but may not 
be the major theme of entry. 
 
       Technical requirements: 
1. Entry must be horizontal: 7” high and 9 ¾” wide with a simple white mat 10” high by 12 ¾” 
wide. (See figure A, on page 3) 
2. Entry must be rendered with full attention to tone and detail. Media is not restricted and may 
include watercolors, acrylics, dyes, etc. No scrollwork, lettering or signatures are permitted on the 
design itself. A numbered entry label will be attached to the back of the entry. 
3. An acetate or cellophane cover should be wrapped and taped in such a manner to protect the 
entry yet permit easy removal for judging and photographing. 
4. No entry will be accepted that is under glass or mounted acetate, in a wood frame, or thicker 
than ½” including the mat, backing and wrapped acetate cover. 
 

Page 1 
 

 
 
 
 



       Artist Agreement: 
1. The M.D.H.A.Waterfowl Stamp Program Committee will judge each entry on artistic merit. 
Entries containing improper subject matter or not conforming to contest rules will be eliminated. 
2. The winning design may not be reproduced without M.D.H.A. consent. 
3. M.D.H.A. will return the winning original entry approximately 90 days after competition. 
 It will retain ownership of all printing, publishing, production and distribution rights, and may 
market other items such as t-shirts, caps, mugs, etc. containing the winning design. 
4. The winning artist agrees to sign and number up to 650 prints, including 125 Conservation 
Edition, and stamps/panes.                                                                           
5. The winning artist agrees to create up to ten color and five pencil remarques of the 
Conservation Edition prints and provide them to M.D.H.A. at no additional cost. 
 
6. Prizes: 
  a. First place winner will retain original and receive $2,500.00 in Four increments, after signing 
and numbering prints, and remarques. They will also receive 50 total prints as Artist Proofs. 
  b. Second place winner will retain original and receive $500 approximately 90 days after 
contest end. 
  c. Third place winner will retain original and receive $250 approximately 90 days after contest 
end. 
7. M.D.H.A. reserves the right to use photographs of any and all entries in any of its publications, 
news releases, and website. 
8. The winning artist agrees to proof stamps and prints at time of printing. The winning artist will 
also agree to serve as a judge in the 2014 competition. 
9. Item number eight above is waived for out of state winning artists unless they choose to travel 
at their own expense.  
 
       Judging:  
1. The Waterfowl Stamp Program Committee will select a panel comprised of seven to ten 
judges. The panel will include representatives from M.D.H.A., Michigan DNR, Ducks Unlimited 
and at least one independent (noncompeting artist, printer, collector or waterfowl enthusiast). 
2. Judges must not be an immediate family member (child or spouse) of entered Artist. 
3. The panel will examine acceptable entries in three rounds: 
  > Round one: All entries judged for competitiveness. 
  > Round two: Entries are judged on (a) accuracy of anatomy, (b) proper habitat and (c) artistic 
composition. 
[Each judge independently records a numerical score from one to ten (one being the lowest, ten 
the highest) on a written ballot in each of the three categories. The ballots are given to the 
Program Committee for tabulation and the top 3 entries receiving the highest score will advance 
to the final round. Ballots from the individual judges are confidential and remain the property of 
M.D.H.A.] 
  > Round Three: Judges will discuss and evaluate each entry before independently scoring 
his/her preference for first, second and third place winners. The entry receiving the most first 
place points will be judged the winner. The selection of the winning entries by the judges will be 
final and in the event of a tie, for any position, a secret written ballot will be used. All contestants 
will be notified in writing within 30 days of the final results. 
4. The contest will be held at 4:00 p.m. Saturday, August 4, 2012:  
       Saginaw Bay Visitor Center, 3582 State Park Drive, Bay City, Michigan 48706 
 
 
POC / Questions; Michael Driver, Program Coordinator (989) 631-5079 1-9pm EST 
 
 
 

WWW.MIDHA.ORG 
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(FIGURE A) 
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>>  RETURN THIS PAGE WITH ENTRY & FEE  << 

 
 
 

2013 M.D.H.A, MICHIGAN  WATERFOWL STAMP CONTEST 
 

(PRINT CLEARLY!) 
 

Artist Name: ________________________________________________ 
 

Address: ___________________________________________________ 
 

City/State: ____________________________________Zip: __________ 
 

Phone No.:_________________________________________________ 
 

Email: _____________________________________________________ 
 

Web Site: __________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

     I HAVE READ AND AGREE TO THE TERMS OF THE 2013 CONTEST RULES. 

 ARTIST SIGNATURE      DATE                 
 

(rev 12/11) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Please sign below (in ink).  Cut along dotted line and attach to back of entry (artwork). 

 
 

2013 M.D.H.A, MICHIGAN WATERFOWL STAMP CONTEST 
 

 
 
  
Artist Signature: _______________________________ 
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FOR M.D.H.A. USE ONLY 

 
 

ENTRY NO:  ______________ 
 


